
STUDENT EVALUATION DATA for CARA CUMMINGS 

 

Complete evaluation forms are available by request. 

 

As Instructor 

Below are the average scores I received out of a possible 5 points.  

 

 Fall 2019 

Intro to 

Philosophy 

Fall 2019 

Ancient Greek 

Philosophy 

Explained Concepts Clearly 4.57 4.63 

Assigned Grades According to Stated Criteria 4.93 4.38 

Provided Feedback on Student Performance 5 4.75 

Demonstrated Knowledge about Course Material 5 4.88 

Was Available for Consultation 4.93 4.14 

Encouraged Students to Do Their Best 4.79 4.13 

 

 

 

 Intersession 2019 

Temptation & Desiring 

the Bad 

Intersession 2020 

The Trial of Socrates 

Overall Course Quality 4.71 4.5 

Instructor’s Teaching Effectiveness 4.65 4.5 

Intellectual Challenge of This Course 4.41 4 

Usefulness of Feedback on Work 4.41 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

As Teaching Assistant 

Below are the average scores I received out of a possible 5 points.  

 

 Fall 2019 

Intro to Bioethics 

Knowledge of Course Material 4.97 

Preparation for Section 4.92 

Ability to Explain Course Material in Section 4.81 

Ability to Explain Course Material One-On-One 4.88 

Availability for Questions Outside of Section 4.94 

Quality of Comments on Written Work 4.49 

Fairness in Grading 4.62 

Enthusiasm for Subject and for Teaching 4.94 

Overall Effectiveness, Compared to Other Instructors 4.77 

 

 Fall  

2018 

Intro to Greek 

Spring 

2019 

Intro to Logic 

Knowledge of Course Material 4.95 4.55 

Preparation for Section 4.91 4.91 

Ability to Explain Course Material in Section 4.86 4.64 

Ability to Explain Course Material One-On-One 4.81 4.82 

Availability for Questions Outside of Section 4.86 4.91 

Quality of Comments on Written Work 4.68 4.78 

Fairness in Grading 4.77 4.73 

Enthusiasm for Subject and for Teaching 4.91 5 

Overall Effectiveness, Compared to Other Instructors 4.80 4.91 

 

 Fall  

2017 

Intro to Bioethics 

Spring  

2018 

Intro to Moral 

Knowledge of Course Material 4.84 4.92 

Preparation for Section 4.66 4.83 

Ability to Explain Course Material in Section 4.72 4.88 

Ability to Explain Course Material One-On-One 4.78 4.93 

Availability for Questions Outside of Section 4.87 4.52 

Quality of Comments on Written Work 4.31 4.42 

Fairness in Grading 4.41 4.52 

Enthusiasm for Subject and for Teaching 4.78 4.94 

Overall Effectiveness, Compared to Other Instructors 4.63 4.77 



 

 

COMPLETE COMMENTS FOR INTRO TO GREEK (FALL 2018) 

“Cara has been fantastic! She’s clearly so knowledgeable and passionate about the material, but 

never pretentious or intimidating about it. She’s very approachable and always able to explain even 

very difficult concepts in many different ways. She’s great at finding multiple ways to explain 

things, since not everyone learns in the same way. I would definitely recommend Cara to a friend 

as a dependable and helpful TA. She also helped my critical thinking and writing skills, and this 

is particularly valuable in a discipline like philosophy, which requires you to think, read, and write 

so differently than other ones.” 

“This was my first philosophy class so I was worried that the material would be too confusing for 

me to understand. However, Cara’s section helped greatly in simplifying the language of the course 

and breaking it down into more basic main points. Her comments on written material were 

thorough and helpful and she was always available to meet outside of section or even her office 

hours. I would recommend Cara to another student due to her great capability in explaining 

material clearly and her friendliness and availability.”  

“Cara was super approachable and consistently went out of her way to help students understand 

material. She made sections very entertaining while remaining very informative. She was readily 

available and willing to meet with students. She is arguably the best TA I have ever had. I would 

most definitely recommend Cara to a friend.” 

 “I liked this TA’s weekly worksheet. It highlights the most important things that need to be 

reviewed at the end of the week and provided a helpful study guide. I like this TA’s comprehensive 

comments on my essay. It made me improve for the next essay. Yes, I would recommend this TA 

to a friend. This TA made me develop skills on how to analyze enigmatic philosophical texts 

effectively, and also helped me build skills on how to write a good outline for the essay. This TA 

helped me build fundamental philosophical skills. The only thing I would say is that I would prefer 

if she uploaded the worksheet pdf online...I sometimes lost the worksheet and have had a hard time 

finding it.” 

“I love Cara’s enthusiasm for the subject and philosophy in general. She really facilitates a 

comfortable environment amongst all individuals. Not only did she teach the material well, but she 

made learning about it an incredibly interesting time. I have no complaints.” 

 “Cara is great at both explaining and contextualizing the course work. I highly recommend her. 

She always came prepared and kept sections engaging and was more than willing to meet out of 

office hours. She helped me to better understand the course work and contributed to my love of 

philosophy.” 

“Cara is a great teaching assistant. I consider myself a very “sciencey” and evidence-based person 

and always thought I would not enjoy certain things such as philosophy due to its seemingly 

infinite arguments to any sort of philosophical idea or topic. Cara’s enthusiasm along with her 



understanding has made philosophy an enjoyable thing; I have had great talks with Cara on 

subjects and ideas introduced in readings where we spend time expanding what is known. I would 

recommend Cara to anybody. She has even involuntarily swayed me into considering philosophy 

as a minor or double major.” 

“Cara, during section, was very good at using modern examples and diagrams to explain the 

ancient concepts that come from Greek philosophy. She often simplified the language to make 

everything easier to understand. I would definitely recommend this TA to a friend. Her 

presentation of the information was usually engaging and entertaining, and it gave me new ideas 

on how to approach studying.” 

“Cara is a wonderful TA. She clearly loves the material, and that shows through in every section. 

I would absolutely recommend her to a friend. The teaching has been very good. She prompts 

conversation well. The best experiences I’ve had with Cara (and they have all been good) have 

been in meetings for office hours, because we can discuss things from a more in-depth background 

than might be appropriate for an introductory class otherwise.” 

“Cara was a really great TA! She was always excited to work with us and was always available 

for extra helpful extra help. I especially appreciated the examples she used to explain concepts in 

class, they really clarified a lot for me. I would recommend this TA to a friend and she helped my 

philosophy writing a lot. The only thing I’d change is maybe a little more time spent in the books; 

I feel like I understand the big picture, but maybe not the minute details. Overall, Cara was an 

awesome TA!” 

“Cara is one of the most enthusiastic and clearly knowledgeable TAs I have had in my courses so 

far, and is very easy to approach. She breaks down complex concepts into easily digestible 

components and genuinely wishes for all her students to succeed. I would definitely recommend 

her to a friend! Any recommendations on her teaching could include a stricter teaching plan for a 

section that could almost exhaustively analyze the important concepts for the week. Other than 

that, she has been a great help during one-on-one discussions of the course material, and with the 

feedback she provides on the essays.” 

“Cara is passionate and synthesizes complex ideas simply and concisely. She also does a good job 

of providing good modern examples to old teachings. I'd highly recommend Cara as a TA. She can 

sometimes get a little off-track but usually does a good job of tying digressions back to the original 

point. Cara loves what she does and has a genuine, relatable disposition that can be hard to find in 

academia.” 

“Cara was able to explain things that seem very complicated in simple and easy to understand 

ways which was very helpful.” 

“Our TA, Cara, was very well-versed in Aristotle, which is extremely helpful when discussing 

more complex works. She would draw great diagrams that I still remember very well. I would 

definitely recommend Cara to a friend. She helped me to develop my writing in a very structured 

way. Maybe, she could give more flexibility on essay structure. But I think this is just a philosophy 

essay critique in general.” 



“I liked this TA’s ability to explain things in a clear and concise manner. Additionally, I liked how 

this TA did not hold it against me when I asked her to explain something again because I did not 

understand her the first time because philosophy is challenging. I would recommend this TA to a 

friend. This TA contributes to my development by helping me get a better grasp of philosophy 

than I would have gotten from lectures alone. I think this TA was great and should not change any 

aspect of her teaching style.” 

“She organizes the session efficiently. She is humorous and knows what she is teaching. I would 

recommend this TA to my friend. She helps me with my overall philosophy paper writing ability. 

However, I think her grading is a little harsh and the grade doesn’t match my effort. She is a good 

TA and does an excellent job.” 

“Cara is extremely enthusiastic about this class. She makes section interesting and the material 

easy to understand.” 

“Cara is very enthusiastic about the material and was always well-prepared for section. She is 

always willing to find time to meet with you even if you can’t make it to her office hours.” 

“Cara helped me a lot with my papers; she provides a lot of helpful advice. She’s very accessible 

outside the classroom; she met with me a couple times even outside her office hours. I really 

appreciated it and benefitted a lot from it. She’s always prepared for sessions, with worksheets 

prepared etc. I would recommend her.” 

“Cara was always well-prepared for section and seemed genuinely excited to be teaching the 

subject of her study. I often felt, however, that too much time in section was spent discussing topics 

best addressed individually—paper writing, exam format, etc. And I would have appreciated less 

group work and more whole-class discussion/debate.” 

“I liked her enthusiasm about the topics that were being taught, and her ability to put complex 

thought and ideas into terms that were easy to understand. I would recommend to take any course 

taught by her. One recommendation would be to maybe tie topics together more. I had trouble 

relating some topics taught in session to others that were relevant in the course. I think this would 

have made understanding better overall.” 

“Cara is very good at reviewing course material but feedback on papers are a little vague when 

trying to understand how to write a philosophy paper as a whole.” 

 


